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Rep. Nancy Garland of the 20th House District is the Author and Lead Sponsor of the Prosthetic Fairness legislation.
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Please see Prosthetic Fairness on page 3





After researching prosthetic coverage by health insurance companies, I realized how unfair amputees were being treated.  How could insurance companies consider crutches or a bed pan the same as a prosthetic?  


With the help from my prosthetists, The O & P Association and a lobbying group, Strategic Health, we met with several Ohio House of Representatives.  Rep. Nancy Garland of the 20th House District is the Author and Lead Sponsor of Legislation for Prosthetic Fairness.   This legislation is ready to be introduced in the Ohio House of Representatives in September of 2009.  Lead co-sponsor is Rep. Denise Driehaus of the 31st District.   


We currently have nine co-sponsors to the legislation.   They are Rep.  Dennis Murray of the 80th District, Rep. Robert Hagan of the 60th District, Rep.  Kathleen Chandler of the 68th District, Rep. Mark Okey of the 61st District, Rep. Dan Stewart of the 25th District, Rep. Ted Celeste of the 24th District, Rep. Marian Harris of the 19th District , Rep. Sandra Harwood of the 65th District and Rep. John Dominick of the 95th District.  I would like to thank each of them for stepping forward in support of Prosthetic Fairness. Please contact your Representative and let them know about this upcoming legislation.  If you do not know the name of your Representative, go to the following web site and it lists each person by zip code.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.house.state.oh.us/index.php?option=com_displaymembers&Itemid=58" ��Ohio House Members Displayed by Zip Code�.


As of press time, we have no State Senators that are willing to introduce Prosthetic Fairness Legislation in the Senate. Please contact your Senator and ask them to sponsor Prosthetic Fairness legislation.   Again, you can locate your Senator by typing in your zip code by accessing the following link.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.state.oh.us/senators/SenateZipSearch.html" ��Senate District Zip Code Search�.


The U.S. House of Representatives has also introduced a Prosthetic Fairness Bill which is HR 2575.  Please call or email your congressional representative and ask them to support HR 2575.  If you are not sure who that is follow the following link. The link is � HYPERLINK "https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml" ��Write Your Representative - Contact your Congressperson in the U.S. House of Representatives.�


If you would like to see the legislation in PDF format follow the following link. � HYPERLINK "G:\\ohio parity\\Prostheses 052009 LSC Reviewed.pdf" ��G:\ohio parity\Prostheses 052009 LSC Reviewed.pdf�


We need your help. 





The Amputee Advocate
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Please see History on page 2





By Bob Thurman





Buckeye Amputees for Action was founded by Bob Thurman in September of 2008.   Four months after losing his right leg below the knee, he learned first hand why Prosthetic Fairness was needed in Ohio.


Our battle with my health insurance company opened our eyes to what amputees all over Ohio face at an unfortunate time in their life.   At a time when an amputee’s main concern should be getting well, he or she must also focus on how they are going to pay for their prosthetic device.  We were one of the lucky ones.   With the help of my employer, we took on my health insurance company and they eventually paid for Bob’s prosthesis.  However, the day after he received his prosthetic, my health insurance company changed and prosthetic coverage was placed in with Durable Medical Equipment (DME).  We now have a cap on DME of $4,000 per year.  How unfair was this we thought.  In doing further research we learned that some insurance companies have a lifetime cap on what they pay for prosthetics.   


With the help of family and friends, Buckeye Amputees for Action was named on September 15, 2008.   We are in the process of obtaining 501(c)3 status, so that he can fulfill all the goals and objectives set forth in our Mission Statement.


 	Our Mission is to help Ohio amputees in four specific areas.   First, we need to pass legislation in support of Prosthetic Fairness.   Second, help amputees without insurance, by providing some financial assistance and guidance for acquiring their prosthetic and/or repair to their prosthetic.  Third, provide financial aid to students entering the field of Prosthetics and Orthotics.  Last, encourage Ohio universities to include a course of study in Prosthetics and Orthotics.
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We cannot pass Prosthetic Fairness Legislation without your help.  If you are a prosthetist, we need you to print copies of this newsletter and give them to your patients.   Forward the electronic version of the newsletter to your colleagues and friends.


If you are an amputee or the family member of an amputee, then you need to call your State Representative and State Senator and tell them to support Prosthetic Fairness. If you are a member of a support group, share this newsletter with them also.


In September, the Bill will be introduced.   On that day, we will also have a Rally in front of the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus.  Bring your friends and neighbors to show the Legislators and press that we mean business.


Every amputee has a story.  We need to make sure your stories are 


heard by our elected Representatives.


More information will follow about this exciting day.











�





We need to get the word out!
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By Lynn Thurman





Getting the Word Out























By Lynn Thurman





First Fundraiser a Success

















Our first fundraiser held at the Wyandotte Winery on July 30th was a success.   We had over 50 people enjoying some great wine and cheese.  The entertainment was provided by John Lafollette and was appreciated by all.  Special guest was Paula Brooks, Chairperson of the Franklin County Commissioners.  Chairperson Brooks announced that they had endorsed the Prosthetic Fairness Legislation. Jennifer Dillard, legislative aide to Rep. Nancy Garland, explained the bill and the timeline for its introduction.   Bob and I, give our heartfelt thanks for your support and financial offerings.





Prosthetic Fairness from page 1





“I would like to thank each of them for stepping forward in support of Prosthetic Fairness.” 


If you agree with Legislation email im4fairness@buckeyeamputees.com





The ACA is proud of the progress we have made in advancing bills in state legislatures through out 


the country.  With the help of partners like Hanger Orthopedic Group, Inc., there are now eleven 


states with laws on the books.  





In 2008, we were also successful in getting legislation introduced in both chambers of the 


U.S. Congress with strong, bipartisan support.  As legislative sessions continue throughout the 


Country, we look forward to advancing legislation aimed at ensuring that amputees get the care 


they need to lead independent, active lives.


 


Bills Passed prior to 2009 (11): Colorado, Maine, New Hampshire, California (O&P), 


Massachusetts, Rhode Island (O&P), Oregon (O&P), New Jersey (O&P), Indiana, Vermont, 


and Louisiana





Bills passed in 2009:


Missouri          	HB 577          			Signed into law on 7/13/09 	(#17)


Texas (O&P)     	HB 806 & HB 844	           Signed into law on 5/13/09	(#16)


Maryland         	SB 341 & HB 579		Signed into law on 5/7/09		(#15)


Iowa              	HF 311 & SB 1122		Signed into law on 4/24/09	(#14)


Virginia          	SB 1116			Signed into law on 4/8/09		(#13)


Arkansas		HB 2244			Signed into law on 3/17/09	(#12)





Bills moving:


Illinois (O&P)     	HB 2652		    	Passed the full House, sent to Senate


Michigan         	HB 4007 & HB 4009


Tennessee	HB0354, HB1359, SB0526, SB1700 


                       	Two Bills for TennCare & two for commercial insurance


Alabama         	HB 411 			Taken off the agenda will re-file next yr.	


Nebraska        	LB 149 				Failed	


North Dakota    	SB 2272			Failed


Connecticut     	HB 5093			Failed


Utah     		HB 89				Failed			


Introduction Pending (9): 


These bills have been drafted.  We are working to secure introduction.  We are confident that 


Legislation will be advanced in these states in 2009.   Idaho, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Ohio, 


North Carolina, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, and Minnesota.  Additional states are working 


toward the introduction of prosthetic parity bills later this year as well as in upcoming years.  


We will also continue to push for federal legislation. 











Future Events





Introduction of Prosthetic Fairness Bill			September 	Date to be announced


Short North Tavern, Columbus, Ohio			October 12	5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.


1st Annual Buckeye Amputee Golf Tournament		Spring 	Date to be announced





By Dr. John Rush





Prosthetic Fairness State by State

























































